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Mathematics in EYFS
Children must be given opportunities to develop their skills in 
the following areas:
• Counting
• Understanding and using numbers
• Calculating simple addition and subtraction problems (in 

practical situations)
• Describing shapes, spaces, and measure







Six key areas of mathematical learning
1.Cardinality and counting
2.Comparison
3.Composition
4.Pattern
5.Shape and Space
6.Measures

The cardinal value of a number refers to the 
quantity of things it represents: the 
numerosity, 'how-many-ness', or 'three-
ness' of three. When children understand 
the cardinality of numbers, they know what 
the numbers mean in terms of knowing 
how many things they refer to.

https://youtu.be/ICRiPnDink4


Cardinality and counting
• When children understand the cardinality of numbers, they 

know what the numbers mean in terms of knowing how many 
things they refer to.

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-cardinality-and-counting


Comparison
• Comparing numbers involves knowing which numbers are 

worth more or less than each other.

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-comparison


Composition
• Learning to ‘see’ a whole number and its parts at the same 

time is a key development in children’s number understanding.

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-composition


Pattern
• Developing an awareness of pattern helps young children to 

notice and understand mathematical relationships.

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-pattern


Shape and space
• Mathematically, the areas of shape and space are about 

developing visualising skills and understanding relationships, 
such as the effects of movement and combining shapes

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-shape-and-space


Measures
• Measuring in mathematics is based on the idea of using 

numbers of units in order to compare attributes, such as 
length or capacity.

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/classroom-resources/ey-measures
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https://www.rmeasimaths.com/
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