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What are we going to cover?

* What is Phonics?

* What is Essential Letters and Sounds?

* How we teach phonics

* Getting children ready to read

* Supporting your child with reading at
home

* Pronouncing pure sounds

* Using the letter formations and spelling
sequence to support writing at home
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What is Phonics?

A method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce
words by learning to associate letters or letter groups
with the sounds they represent.

There are 44 main sounds in the English Language. Each
sound is represented by a grapheme (the written
representation of a sound).
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What is Phonics? ELS:

Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word.
For example, in the word 'cat’ there are three phonemes c/a/t.

Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the word
'shop’.

Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the word
'night’.

Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or more
consonants. For example, [a-e/ in the word 'cake’.

GPC: ‘grapheme phoneme correspondence’ the relationship between a
phoneme and its graphemes (the ‘name’ of the letter and the ‘sound’ it
makes)
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What is ELS?

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen
phonics programme

Children will experience the joy of books and
language whilst rapidly acquiring the skills they
need to become fluent independent readers and

writers.
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How do we teach phonics?

We use a simple, consistent approach to teaching
phonics.

We have mnemonics and rhymes to support learning
and recall

We teach phonics every single day from the first days
of Reception
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How do we teach phonics? ELS::

Whole class lesson every morning

* Activity books
Repetition throughout the day to review new
sounds & graphemes taught

Lots of opportunities for oral blending e.g. “ get
your - [c/ [oaf [t]”

e teach the ‘code’ for reading, alongside t

ocabulary.
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How do we teach phonics? ELS =

e e

4 N\
Teach

These objects all have the /ng/ sound in.

ng ..Nng .. ring
ng .. ng .. wing
ng .. ng .. sing

.
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How do we teach phonics? ELS =

Practise Quit activity % Practise Quit activity (%

Read the word. Click on the icon to reveal the picture. Read the word. Click on the icon to reveal the picture.

net net

.
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How do we teach phonics? ELS =

Apply Quit activity (%

Read the sentence. Click on the icon to reveal the picture.

Her friend said it
was sweater
weather.

.
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Nursery/Pre-School
Seven aspects:
« Environmental sounds
« Instrumental sounds
« Body percussion

Rhythm and rhyme

Alliteration

= Voice sounds

Oral blending

Yy

ELS Progression

Reception Autumn 1

= Oral blending

* Sounding out and blending
with 23 new grapheme-
phoneme correspondences
(GPCs)

+ 12 new harder to read and
spell (HRS) words

Essential
Letters and
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Reception Autumn 2, Spring 1
and Spring 2
= Oral blending
* Sounding out and blending
with 29 new GPCs
* 32 new HRS words
* Revision of Phase 2
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ELS Progression

Reception Summer 1

« Oral blending

* Mo new GPCs

= Nonew HRS words

» Word structures — cvee,
COVC, COVCC, COCVE, COOVED

« Suffixes

« Revision of Phase 2 and
Phase 3

Reception Summer 2
« Introduction to Phase 5 for
reading
« 20 new GPCs
= 16 new HRS words
Year 1 Autumn I and 2
= Revision of previously
taught Phase 5 GPCs
+ 2 new GPCs
* 9 new HRS words
Year 1 Spring 1 and 2
= Alternative spellings for
previously taught sounds
49 new GPCs
+ 4 new HRS words
« Oral blending
+ Revision of Phase 2, Phase
3 and Phase 4

ELS

[T re—————

Year 1 Summer, Year 2 and Key
Stage 2
* With ELS, phonics teaching
does not stop at the end
of Year 1, but continues as
children move through the
school, with links being
made between their GPC
knowledge and spelling
+ Revision of all previously
taught GPCs for reading and
spelling
« Wider reading, spelling and
writing curriculum

Essential
Letters and
Sounds
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Supporting your child with reading at
home

* Only 1 in 3 children are read a bedtime story night

* Reading a bedtime story every night to your child
improves their outcomes

* If your child views themselves as a ‘good reader’ when
they leave Primary School they are more likely to earn a
higher salary in their 40s.
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Supporting your child with ELS: e
reading at home

Things to do at home:

-Oxford Owl Online phonics reading books

-Phonics reading books

* Children are only reading from books that are entirely
decodable

* Your child should be able to read their book confidently

* We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’
after the sound)

* We want them to practise reading their book 4 times

across the week working on these skills:

decode
% luency

. ) “expression

(LATHTRED
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Pronouncing pure sounds ELS

We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing the
sounds and supporting children in reading words.

cat not cuh a tuh

If we mispronounce these sounds we will make reading
harder for our children.

There are videos of the pronunciation of pure sounds here:
Phase 2
Phase 3
Phase 5

Further information is on Oxford Owl Home for Parent Support '
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https://vimeo.com/753929025/5eaa45c0aa?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/753931102/b9a2f8194f?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/753933192/43104a30e0
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/essential-letters-and-sounds/?fbclid=IwAR0XQsezraqQYfjxLeeM3lQ90MeQBGc1Z2_DIBDbYaw9WRXTvLELYHusggs

Supporting your child with ELS: ;-
writing at home

QO = @ B = )

Say it Stretchit  Robot arms Blending Countthe  Say it again
hands sounds

You can use the spelling sequence with your children at home
to support them with their writing.

Let’s try this with the word: rain

We also practise saying our sentences
before we write them to make sure we
write the sentence we have planned and to
ensure it makes sense!
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Each child has a reading record that is sent home in their
book bag. This is for you to record their progress/challenges
when reading to you at home.

Staff will also add ‘hard to read’ words to practice as well
as other notes into the reading record.

nnnnnnnn

Reading Record
and Phonics Log
Including a Guide for the Reading Helpe

| —
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Oxford Owl Online Reading Books ELsgeSd

Everyone has a login to this in your child’s reading record.

www.oxfordowl.co.uk

School code:
ews

Your username:

Monty.Mayfield

Password:

MontyMayfield

This login will be used to access the online phonics reading
books.

They will also bring home a library book to read with you
for pleasure.
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