
Summer 1 in the Foundation Stage

We will be learning about…
Frogs, snails, the history of the telephone (and other communication devices!), space and
dinosaurs!
Some of our focus books will be:

Characteristics of Effective Learning
These skills are the foundation of good learning for all children, they weave through
everything that we do and link closely with our Mayfield Core Values of: Creativity,
Resilience, Empathy & Kindness, Aspiration, Independence and Respect.
● playing and exploring – children are inquisitive about what is happening around
them, they investigate and experience things within their environment and are
willing to ‘have a go’;
● active learning - children are able to concentrate and keep on trying if they
encounter difficulties. They enjoy their achievements and are proud of themselves,

not just praise from others; and
● creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

Communication and Language
Listening, Attention and Understanding, Speaking

● Learning new vocabulary related to our topics and using it in our play and learning
● Encouraging the children to ask questions to add to their knowledge and understanding of

the world.
● Articulating their ideas about the world and connecting their ideas with new things they

learn.
● Describing the things they have learnt about and explaining why certain things have

happened.
● Investigating and answering our ‘key learning questions’ throughout the half-term.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development



Learning more about our school core values, particularly focusing on creativity
● Thinking about the perspective of others who lived at a different time to us and how they

may have felt.
● Exploring our feelings and opinions as well as the feelings and opinions of others.

Physical Development

● In PE we will be exploring jumping; using our gross motor skills for
controlling our big movements.

● Developing our fine-motor muscles (finger dexterity) through the use of lots of
‘fiddly’ resources e.g. playdoh, gardening, shoe laces, sorting small objects and
other activities that support building our overall coordination and strength. All of
this is essential for pencil grip and writing skills.

Understanding the World

● Learning about our world through fiction and non-fiction texts, stories, rhymes, real-life
observations and videos.
● Exploring the life cycle of frogs and changes in our environment through our visits to the secret
garden. Pond dipping/ collecting tadpoles to look after in the classroom and observing changes in the
pond as time passes.

● Looking carefully at the changes to the raised beds as the plants will change a lot in the
coming months!

● Learning about celebrations of ourselves and others;
Ramadan, Kings Coronation, Eid al-Fitr, Shavuot, Deaf awareness month
Please get in touch if you would like to share a celebration with us which your families
enjoy!
●Developing an awareness of our solar system and where we are within it.
Watching the live stream from the international space station!

● Exploring technology by using Bee-bots (programmable robots) to learn
about programming

Mathematics

● Developing understanding of doubles to support their subitising skills. For
example when the children can clearly see two groups of three they will know it is double
three and therefore 6 in total.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86YLFOog4GM


● Encouraging the children to look carefully at structured arrangements and explain what they
see. - Using spatial language and hand gestures to describe sub-groups within these
arrangements will deepen the children’s understanding of part–whole relations and allow

them to further consider composition.
● Exploration of the composition of 5 focusing on

visualising and using spatial language to describe the groups
within 5. Using and making links
between these different
representations (fingers, die frames
and 10-frames).

● Explore ‘5 and a bit’ numbers to 10. Investigating part–part–whole
relations, e.g. seeing that 7 can be made of 5 and 2 more.

Literacy
●Writing sentences using the skills in phonics we have learnt. Starting to spell ‘hard to read words’
correctly.

● Honing our skills of correct letter formation (especially our names - with a capital letter at the
beginning, lower case after that)
●Writing captions, lists, cards, letters and sentences during our play.
● Reading phonetic books containing some of our ‘hard to read’ words (these are words which
children should begin to be able to recognise instantly by sight as they can’t be sounded out)
● Information (non-fiction) and story (fiction) books, rhymes, songs and poems about land animals
and insects.
Expressive Arts & Design

● Making telephones models using recycled materials. Using
recycled materials to build and create e.g. vehicles, costumes,
gadgets, buildings to aid their role play or use as props.

● Using clay to create models of tadpoles, froglets, frogs and
frogs spawn.

● Learn how to paper mache, then make fictional planets! Colour mixing to create secondary
colours to paint them.

● Salt dough dinosaur fossils
● Talk about our creations explaining the process we have used.
● Singing our favourite songs and learning new ones.

…and much, much more!


